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For Immediate Release

Contact: Erica Agyeman 415-318-7141

“AFRICAN CONTINUUM: SACRED CEREMONIES AND RITUALS”
March 19 – August 28, 2010
THE MUSEUM OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA OPENS ITS NEW EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHS AND ALTARS REPRESENTING SACRED CEREMONIES AND RITUALS THROUGHOUT THE AFRICAN DIASPORA  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA – (March 8, 2010) The exhibition African Continuum: Sacred Ceremonies and Rituals includes 39 color and black and white photographs by Bryan Wiley, a highly regarded Bay area photo historian who has traveled extensively throughout the Atlantic Black Diaspora documenting altars and ritual practices by African descendants in Brazil, Haiti, Cuba, South Carolina and New Orleans.   Wiley has exhibited his photographs in traditional and nontraditional venues in the U.S. and abroad and has been the photographer of record for several important documentary and feature films.

Through his photographs, Wiley records the continuities in beliefs and customs of descendants of former slave populations. The exhibition features photographs of the present-day practice of traditional West African Yoruba religion as it has been translated and reinterpreted in different communities throughout the Diaspora to fulfill specific social and spiritual/religious needs.  The most recent examples were documented in post-hurricane Katrina New Orleans and show the dispersal of its residents to communities throughout the United States. 

The exhibition also features contemporary examples of Afro-Atlantic altars that are derived from altar worship among the Akan, Bakongo, Fon, Ejagham, Mande and Yoruba of West and Central Africa.   With the altars, which often includes color coded fabrics, food, photographs, musical instruments, symbolic figurative sculpture, tools and candles related to specific deities, the exhibition and the entire museum become sacred spaces and focal points of worship. 

African Continuum provides an important educational opportunity to present engaging works of art as well as lectures, films, panel presentations and other public programs that can correct misinformation and misperceptions about the Yoruba religion and its presumed derivation in witchcraft, superstition, deception, human torture, and even devil worship.   MoAD is located in a major metropolitan area that is home to thousands of recent and established immigrants from Western Africa, South America, and the Caribbean who practice various cultural forms of the Yoruba religion.  While cultural practices such as Carnival festivals, Afro-Latin dance programs, and Capoeira are widely popular in the area, the roots of these art forms are largely unknown.  Connecting these well-known cultural art forms with the conditions and influences from which they evolved connects the people of the Diaspora to their cultural practices.    Santeria, Candomble, and Voodoo are practiced by millions of inhabitants of the African Diaspora in South America and the Caribbean and derive from the Yoruba religion in Nigeria, Togo, Benin, and Ghana.   Over time, these practices have been negatively perceived as religious practices operating outside of traditional religious norms and boundaries. 
Wiley’s extraordinary photographs, the sacred altars that were created for the exhibition by Haitian altar maker and cultural critic Dowoti Desir and innovative interpretive and public programs, will ensure that this exhibition is an audience pleaser that enriches, enlightens and educates visitors of all ages and cultural backgrounds.

The exhibition was organized for MoAD by Lizzetta LeFalle-Collins, the Museum’s former Curator and Deputy Director. Ms. LeFalle-Collins received a Ph.D. and M.A. in History of Art from University of California, Los Angeles, and M.F.A. and B.A. in Painting from University of California, Santa Barbara.

In addition to the exhibition, MoAD members and the general public are invited to participate in workshops and programs being presented in conjunction with African Continuum.

For more information, please visit moadsf.org.

Public Programs:

Family Day: Orisha Celebration Saturday, March 20, 1-4 pm

Lecture Presentation: Gyrating on the Hips of Gede with Dowoti Desir, Saturday, March 20, 7-9 pm

Gallery Talk: Photographer Bryan Wiley, Saturday, March 27, 2-3 pm

Film screening: When the Spirits Dance the Mambo, Followed by Q and A with filmmaker Dr. Moreno Marta Vega, Friday, April 2, 6-9 pm
Lecture Presentation: African Belief Systems from Africa to the Americas with Dr. Marta Moreno Vega, Saturday, April 3, 2-4 pm

Lecture Presentation: Aesthetic of the Cool: The Art of Abatan with Dr. Robert Farris Thompson, Saturday, May 1, 2-4 pm
Lecture Series: African Spiritual Practices and Retentions in Latin Music with John Santos, Wednesdays, August 4 – September 8, 2010, 6 – 8 pm
Location

Museum of the African Diaspora

685 Mission Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Hours

Wednesday – Saturday: 11:00AM – 6:00PM

Sunday – Tuesday: CLOSED

Admission

$10.00 General Admission

$5.00 Students and Seniors

FREE Members and Children 12 and under w/adult
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